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Ubuntu is complex…

• Still alive and thriving!        Bonn

• Multidimensional Bonn

• Based on traditional values Saule

• Transmitted generationally through story-telling Kamwangamulu



Ubuntu is …

• African humanism Cowley

• Prioritising human beings in everything we do Vilikazi

• Positively promoting common good Sindane

• A social love story rooted in brotherhood Aristide



African & Western Worldviews

African 

“I am because you are, we are because you are 
(Umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu)

“A person depends on others to be a person”
(Motho ke motho ka bangwe)

Western/ Cartesian 

“I think therefore I am” 
(Cogito ergo Sum)



Nguni

“A king is a king because of his subjects”

(Inkosi Inkosi Ngabantu) 

“A man’s skirt is tanned and sown in a gathering of other men”

(Injobo ithungelwa chandla)

“One hand washes the other”

(Izadla ziyagezana)



Shangaan

“One finger cannot pick up a grain”

(Rintiho rinwe a ri nusi hove) 

“In order to receive, the hand must stretch and give”

(Xandla famba xandla vuya) 

Xhosa

“No genius is so clever that he can lick his own back”

(Akukho qili lino kuzikhoth ‘emhlana) 









ubuntu is absent whenever ~ interests of others
elevated above the child’s adoption is not no.1 for
adoptable children ~ bureaucracy ~ politics ~
personal whim ~ ignorance ~ selfishness ~ leadership
lacks courage, compassion ~ differently-abled left
behind ~ patriarchy ~ gender discrimination ~
culture or tradition justifies harm ~ birth mothers
ostracized ~ no safe options for crisis pregnancies ~
unsafe abandonment ~ criminal sanctions ~
adoptable children remain institutionalised



Reunification - the ultimate panacea?

• Should only be an option where:-

• Problems leading to removal have been resolved

• Eligibility of caregivers has been verified

• Child is carefully transitioned

• Placement is properly monitored.



… Ubuntu is absent each and every time that adoption is written off as “un-African”…
























































